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In the essence of time, few things are constant. However, two virtues remain steadfast-vengeance and

love. One born of the other takes centuries to unravel and peace is nothing more than a tinge of silver

lining the gray fog. Special Content Alert: Sensual romance Serena turned to the crowd. "What

wickedness have I practiced against ye? I have recited incantations on crops, asked Maeve, the goddess

of the earth, to bless my father with a great harvest. My herbs cured the ailments of the town folk. My

prayers spread gifts of food and prosperous gains for the whole township. I asked for nothing for myself."

In the crowd a young woman held a wee babe. "I delivered the babes of poor women as well as noble

women." "She stated her innocence," the sheriff said. "And put her fate on God and country. Whereupon,

the jury of the Magistrate's Court found her guilty." "Thee mean the corrupted proceedings the

townspeople forced on me? The only evidence against me was a forced confession and the words of an

accuser who refused to attend the proceedings." "For fear of thy witchcraft," the sheriff interjected. "That

caused the accuser to stay away." He cleared his throat and began again. "In the name of his Majesty,

King Henry VIII, Sovereign of England, Serena Willard is to be hanged by the neck until dead on Friday,
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the thirteenth day of September." The sheriff rolled up the parchment, stepped aside and turned to

Serena. "Dost thou have any last words before I commence with thine execution?" "Aye. I stand accused,

but my accuser did not speak publicly against me. Might I ask who would do such a thing to an innocent

woman?" "Thine accuser's name is of no import this day," came the harsh reply. "I have a right to know

my accuser, sir." The sheriff huffed. "Thou hast no rights or title." Serena heard footsteps behind her. The

rough hemp tightened around her neck, and the slackened tension rested on her shoulders. "Please! I

have earned the name of a betrayer." "Thou hast earned nothing." She looked over the crowd and

pleaded. "I did not do the things of which I was accused. I am innocent." "Then save yourself, witch," a

voice called from the crowd. The crowd erupted in laughter; even Constance seemed to find the heckler's

comment amusing. The executioner pulled a sack from his belt and held it before her. Serena ducked her

head. "No, I will not die in shame." She eyed Christian, who stood on a mound of dirt across from her.

She'd lost two loves in her life. Never would she know the joy of hearing a child call her mother, or a have

a husband to grow old with and share her joys. Rage bubbled up her throat as she looked over the

laughing crowd. The tension in the air flooded her calm. "Fools!" The townspeople grew quiet. A sudden

fog swirled around them as they huddled together. "I will forgive ye for the wrong ye have done when

righteousness is found beneath a foggy sun. Shadows will cast and find despair, in the darkest of hours,

hope of love will be there." The loud crack of a whip charged the horses and the buckboard slipped from

under her. Serena Willard fell silent, but her spirit floated high above the crowd. The Sheriff stepped

forward. "I safely conduct the execution of Serena Willard from his Majesty's goal in London, the place of

execution. Justice has been served. 'Tis over." Serena's presence eyed the crowd gawking at her lifeless

body. The wind blew and they gasped, as dead, yet haunting eyes looked over them. "Or has it just
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