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Our Tribute to those that paved the way through soul music and creativity. 10 MP3 Songs URBAN/R&B:

Soul, HIP HOP/RAP: Hip Hop Details: "THIS ALBUM GOES OUT TO THE FRIENDS AND FAMILIES OF

THE GREAT LEGENDS THAT HAVE PAID THE WAY THROUGH "TIMELESS" SOUL MUSIC,

LONGEVITY, AND CREATIVITY....(They don't make em like YOU anymore!!!!) WE LOVE AND WILL

MISS YOU ALL!!!!!!!!!!!.R.I.P.........Sincerely, G.Mason's Productions..... Gerald Levert, the fiery singer of

passionate R&B love songs and the son of O'Jays singer Eddie Levert, died Friday. He was 40. His label,

Atlantic Records, confirmed that Levert died at his home in Cleveland, Ohio. "All of us at Atlantic are

shocked and deeply saddened by his untimely death. He was one of the greatest voices of our time, who

sang with unmatched soulfulness and power, as well as a tremendously gifted composer and an

accomplished producer," the label said in a statement. Dan Bomeli, public relations manager at University

Hospitals Geauga Medical Center in suburban Cleveland, said Levert had been brought to the hospital.

Bomeli said Levert had died but he had no further details. Levert's family released a statement asking for

privacy. "As everybody knows, Gerald was a man who loved and breathed music. To his family and

friends he was a man of strong character, who had an infectious personality and a zest for life. For his

fans, his greatest love was touching the hearts and souls of all people through his music. At this very

difficult time, we thank you for your prayers and hope you will understand our need for privacy," the

statement read. Patti LaBelle, who had worked and recorded with Levert, said he "was like a son" to her.

"He was such a great entertainer. It's not for real to me that he is gone ... Nobody was prepared for this."

LaBelle added that she hopes to sing at Levert's funeral. "It's very sad. He was an amazing talent,

obviously," friend and fellow R&B singer Will Downing said. "Gerald was a hard worker. He would go out
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there and do his thing, and be in places where the folks were. He would touch the people, and that's

really what it's all about." Over his two-decade music career, Levert sold millions of albums and had

numerous R&B hits. Levert first gained fame in 1986 as a member of the R&B trio LeVert, which also

included his brother, Sean, and childhood friend Marc Gordon. They quickly racked up hits like "(Pop,

Pop, Pop, Pop) Goes My Mind," "Casanova," and "Baby I'm Ready." But Gerald Levert's voice _ powerful

and soulful, almost a carbon copy of his father's _ was always the focal point, and in 1991, he made his

solo debut with the album "Private Line," which included a hit duet with his dad, "Baby Hold on to Me." His

father also recorded the successful album "Father  Son." Levert was known for his sensual, romantic

songs, but unlike Luther Vandross, whose voice and songs were more genteel, Levert's music was

explosive and raw _ his 2002 album was titled "The G Spot." "When we would do shows together, we

would get on stage and battle for the hearts of women. Every night, that was our thing," Downing said.

Though Levert was successful as a solo singer, in 1997 he got into group mode again _ joining with R&B

singers Johnny Gill and Keith Sweat for the supergroup of LSG. The self-titled album sold more than two

million copies, and their hits included the sensual "My Body." Levert also worked with other artists as a

songwriter and producer. His most recent album was 2005's "Voices." Levert had four children.
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