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The book investigates the role of law and legal experts in the organisational dynamics of a population,
demonstrating that law is a stable practice among those who (in virtue of the special knowledge they
master) are called upon to select the normative facts' of a population, i.e. the interactional standards that
are proclaimed as binding for the entire population by the publicly recognised legal experts (whose
peremptory judgments can be only revised by peers). It proposes an integration of the recent research
outcomes achieved in three different areas of study: legal positivism, legal institutionalism and legal
pluralism and examines the notions of rule, coercion, institution, practice elaborated by significant
theorists in the mentioned areas and illumine both their merits and flaws. Furthermore it advances a
notion of law and a description of the legal field which are able to account for the nature of the legal filed
as the cradle of the social order. new back cover copy: In an era characterized by a streaking global
pluralism, the collapse of many state agencies, the emergence of multiple sources of law, and the rise of
informal justice, the idea of a unitary and homogenous legal system seems old-fashioned. But
philosophers, sociologists and anthropologists still hold many debates on the nature of law and its
function, which is that law represents an institution that characterizes any orderly social context of human
beings, and this book plunges into the center of those debates. Self-sufficiency of Law: A
Critical-institutional Theory of Social Order investigates the role of law and legal experts in the
organizational dynamics of a population. It demonstrates that law is a stable practice among those who
are called upon to select the "normative facts" of a population, that is, the interactional standards that are
proclaimed as binding for the entire population by the publicly recognized legal experts. To do this, the
author proposes an integration of the recent research outcomes achieved in three different areas of study
- legal positivism, legal institutionalism and legal pluralism. He examines the notions of rule, coercion,
institution and practice elaborated on by significant theorists in these fields, highlighting both the merits
and flaws and ultimately advancing a notion of law and a description of the legal field which are able to
account for the nature of the legal field as the cradle of social order. This text covers key guidelines for
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