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p John Taylor#39;s brilliant new book examines the work of many of the major poets who have deeply
marked modern and contemporary European literature. Venturing far and wide from the France in which
he has lived since the late 1970s, the polyglot writer-critic not only delves into the more widely translated
literatures of Italy, Greece, Germany, and Austria, but also discovers impressive and overlooked work in
Slovenia, Bosnia, Hungary, Finland, Norway, and the Netherlands in this book that ranges over nearly all
of Europe, including Russia./p p While providing this stimulating and far-ranging critical panorama, Taylor
brings to light key themes of European writing: the depth of everyday life, the quest of the thing-in-itself,
metaphysical aspiration and anxiety, the dialectics of negativity and affirmation, subjectivity and
self-effacement, and uprootedness as a category that is as ontological as it is geographical, historical,
political, or cultural. The book pays careful attention to the intersection of writing and history (or politics),
as several poets featured here have faced the Second World War, the Holocaust, Communism, the fall of
Communism, or the war in the former Yugoslavia./p p Taylor gives the work of renowned, upcoming, and
still little-known poets a thorough look, all the while scrutinizing recent translations of their verse. He
highlights several poets who are also masters of the prose poem. He includes a few novelists who have
fashioned a particularly original kind of poetic prose, that stylistic category that has proved so difficult for
critics to define. ilnto the Heart of European Poetry/i should be of immediate interest to any reader curious
about the aesthetic and philosophical ideas underlying major trends of contemporary European writing. In
a day and age when much too little is translated and thus known about foreign literature, and when
Europeans themselves are pondering the common denominators of their own culture, this book is as
indispensable as it is engaging./pAuthor: Taylor, John Publisher: Transaction Publishers lllustration: N
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