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Is it true that film in the twentieth century experimented with vision more than any other art form? And

what visions did it privilege? In this brilliant book, acclaimed film scholar Francesco Casetti situates the

cinematic experience within discourses of twentieth-century modernity. He suggests that film defined a

unique gaze, not only because it recorded many of the century's most important events, but also because

it determined the manner in which they were received. Casetti begins by examining film's nature as a

medium in an age obsessed with immediacy, nearness, and accessibility. He considers the myths and

rituals cinema constructed on the screen and in the theater and how they provided new images and

behaviors that responded to emerging concerns, ideas, and social orders. Film also succeeded in

negotiating the different needs of modernity, comparing and uniting conflicting stimuli, providing answers

in a world torn apart by conflict, and satisfying a desire for everydayness, as well as lightness, in people's

lives. The ability to communicate, the power to inform, and the capacity to negotiate-these are the three

factors that defined film's function and outlook and made the medium a relevant and vital art form of its

time.Author: Casetti, Francesco Publisher: Columbia University Press Illustration: N Language: ENG Title:
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