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Tired of working til you drop and not going anywhere? Try to imagine your life in a full-blown European

social democracyespecially the German version. In an idiosyncratic, entertaining travelogue written in a

chatty, anecdotal style thats appealingly digressive and winning (Publishers Weekly), Thomas

Geoghegan explains the appeal of boring Germany, where workers sit as directors on the big corporate

boards and ordinary people have six weeks off and retire with pensions like golden parachutes. Free

public goods, a bit of worker control, and whopping trade surplusesthe German version of European

socialism doesnt sound too bad. Were You Born on the Wrong Continent? explains where you might

have been happieror at least had time off to be unhappy properly. Written with humor and candor, making

for an easy, fun read (AARP Bulletin), it is also a timely, cogently argued, laugh-out-loud-funny book

(Katrina vanden Heuvel). And it tells us why Americans should pay attention to Germany, where ordinary

people can work three hundred to four hundred hours less a year than we do and still have one of the
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