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'Fragmented Melodies is a seminal, introspective work of exceptional freshness and contemplative diction

transmitted in an enriched style that immediately grasps the reader's attention. Between Part I (Medusa's

Spell) and Part IV (Homebound) the reader is instantly immersed into a multifaceted poetic universe that

is both enigmatic and mystifying, reminiscent of Jared Angira's Silent Voices. Wakai's personae are

inimitable and diverse, oftentimes imbued with passionate sensuality, despondent lives, and brutal

nostalgia-the nostalgia of prison walls, defeated idealism, and incarcerated voices yearning for release

behind blood-smeared prison walls. From Ethiopia to Brazil, Kigali to Bamenda, from the smoked-stained

vocal cords in Soweto to the clanging steel doors of the Kondengui maximum-security prison in

YaoundÃƒÂ©, Wakai's poetic voices resonate the sound of traditional drums, the cacophony of jazz, the

isolated acoustic notes of guitar strings, and the suffocating stench of the dictator's funeral pyre. The

diverse voices in the poems are unified into a single poetic journey of desolation, hope, idealism,

lamentation, exile, and freedom.'Author: Wakai, Kangsen Feka Publisher: Langaa RPCIG Illustration: N
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