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Soothing yet exhilarating harmonies, with lyrics that both calm your soul and tickle your funnybone. 15

MP3 Songs FOLK: Gentle, COUNTRY: Country Folk Details: Ray Scudero 1946-2005 RIP Ray Scudero,

songwriter, singer and luthier, died on December 3, 2005, after a long illness. Born in Brooklyn, New

York, Ray lived for some twenty years in Israel, where he came to feel most at home. His multi-faceted

talents turned him into a pillar of the local folk music community. Ray's songs have touched the hearts of

many. They are often witty and erudite, never pretentious, and sometimes simply poignant or stirring.

Above all, they reflect the deep humanity of their author. It was no small tribute to his songwriting gifts

that the folk community in Israel presented a wonderfully varied five-hour concert on New Year's Eve

2003 that showcased Scudero songs alone. Ray is survived by his wife, a son and two stepsons.

*************************************************** Both Poor Working Slob and Ray's first album, With the

Help of Angels (cdbaby.com/scudero), contain many of the songs that have made him so popular and

loved within the folk community in Israel. They also provide a good deal of insight into the man, his

feelings and his love of life. Several of the songs on Poor Working Slob were written by Ray's wife,

Joanna, and express the profound love that she feels for him. Both Ray and Joanna waited over forty

years to meet each other, and have been struck with this sadness after knowing each other for only three

years. Below, you will find more information about this CD, and about Ray and Joanna.

****************************** Contemporary folk music is alive and well and, in the case of Poor Working

Slob, entirely innovative. Joanna and Ray perform splendidly together, singing original songs that cover

the entire spectrum of emotions and are expressed in moods that run from contemplative to whimsical.

"Joanna and Ray Scudero wow the crowds..." writes Barry Davis of the Jerusalem Post. "The only thing

more fun than performing with Ray is recording with Ray," says Joanna, and the fun they have is evident

http://downloadpdfs.net/getfile.php?prd=1532914
http://downloadpdfs.net/getfile.php?prd=1532914


in the title track of their CD, Poor Working Slob. Ray is a veteran of the Greenwich Village early folk days.

His extensive travel experiences have contributed to a deep sack of story-seeds that are sown through

the lines of his songs. Sam Orbaum of the Jerusalem Post writes, "[Ray Scudero is] a prolific songwriter

and poet..." and, referring to Ray's song, The Sky Has Broken (included on Ray's CD, With the Help of

Angels), "The song electrified. He performed it solo, a cappella, with nothing but his emotive voice. The

audience was enthralled. That song was the hit of the evening." Joanna's passionate penchant for lilting

lyrics led her to performing songwriter Ray Scudero, who encouraged her to sing and write to her heart's

content. The result was a marriage, literally, and in the form of creative collaboration. Her songs are

driven by the passion that propelled her through her many years in classical ballet, and by the love of the

people in her life that grew as she raised her children and keenly felt the same ups and downs that we all

experience. The resultant CD, Poor Working Slob, speaks to the common Joe. It includes songs that

make you laugh, long for the sea, remember and ponder. The entire project is the co-operative effort of

the Scuderos, and their sound is all their own. Adding to the artistry of the project is the use of fine (and

unusual) fretted instruments that were conceived and built by Ray Scudero himself. Judith Ganchrow,

reviewer for FolkNotes writes, "The harmonies are full on these songs, with multiple overlapping tracks

carrying [the] voice and strings [that are] provided by the two artists, [who are] doing the songs as the

writers (the same two artists) intended." "This CD is world class," says Larry Rosenfeld, manager of the

Karmiel Folk Klub. Enjoy the music, and don't keep it a secret.
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