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Tom Johanning's music is a philosophy of simple, "straight to the point" songs. "Upbeat, powerful, and
thought provoking.” -Taylor 5 MP3 Songs POP: Today's Top 40, ROCK: Acoustic Details: How | got into
music: Originally, i'm from West Philadelphia, my father was heavily into classical music, as far as i can
remember. My parents bought a piano when i was about 7 years old. | knew at that age they wanted me
to learn how to play it and show me the joy of music. | took piano lessons for 7 years and i have to say i
was a bad student. | didn't practice the songs i was supposed to learn that week. | would come up with
excuses, i look back on it now and think to myself, why wasn't i motivated to practice during the week. |
suppose it was because i was shy, dont know why but i was. | decided to quit playing the piano when i
was 13 and then didn't intend to do anything with music at all. Music was something that i was exposed to
all of my life through my father, but didn't find any real connection to it at the time. My family moved to
Haverford, and over the course of time i befriended a guy named Greg. He was really into the music of
the time. Nirvana, Green Day, Offspring. He would make me copies of the cds to listen to. | didn't really
like any of it at first. It was soo different from the music i grew up with. But i remember there was one
song, that grabbed me, "Basket Case," by Green Day. There was something about it. | couldn't stop
listening to it. If you listened to the tape now, you would hear that the quality of that song was significantly
worse than the rest of the songs cause of the wear on the tape itself. Eventually, the tape was such bad
quality that i went out and bought the CD. | remember asking my dad if | could use his cd player to listen
to it. | cranked it up. | knew it was something. My friend Greg and | began talking about music, Greg more
into the lifestyle and glamour of it all. | was never into all of that. Finding out about the artists and so on,
but yea | must say | had my fair share of bands who | really liked. Greg bought a guitar. So for Christmas |

asked for a guitar too. My wish came true. That day | learned how to play a "power chord" and the next
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day I learned how to play Basket Case. From then Greg and | formed a band, and my friends from high
school wanted in. So my friend decided to buy a bass and join the group and another friend Ryan decided
to play drums. To sum up, | was the songwriter and we formed a band called "Shameless Anxiety" which
was a hard rock band. We released an album called "The Will To Power." Selling a couple hundred
copies. Unfortunately, the band broke up after high school and we all went our separate ways. So that's
how | got into music, from then on | have been solo because it's been difficult to connect to other
musician, | don't know why, | think it's because I'm shy. Right now I'm into popular punk music. Fall Out
Boy, Reggie and the Full Effect, and Yellowcard. | study the guitar and vocals, but | feel that my main
strength is songwriting more than anything. My favorite color has to be Blue. Black, Gray, Red, Favorite

movies: Ice Age, Good Will Hunting, Titanic, Spanglish, Ocean's Eleven, to name a few
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