The Impact Of Institutional Characteristics On Latino

| Male..
ANG

Spring 2012, Volume 3, Mo, |
A Peer Reviewed Joumal of the
Cenrer for African American Research & Policy

Rnnuals
ol the Next
Generation

The Impact of Institutional Characteristics on
Latino Male Graduation Rates in Community
Colleges

Marissa Vasquez Urias'
San Diego State University

This study examvimed e impoct of select inshingions) charaoteristics (e.g.. aitendance
imterasiry, degree of arbanizatien, rsiiutional size, governance vpe) on Latine male
graduction Fares in Ir.lnl\.f-ll'ir'. rwo-vear it Data were :'l.ll'.rﬂ'rrr.r)'rrw.rr the Novegrated
Postwecondury Education Datg Syatem (IPEDS) and included the 2008 completion rates of
degreedrertificate-seeking Hfi.lmmir male studenis from 254 p.lrﬁl‘f'r mam-vear,  degree-
pramting  inshipenions.  Findings  from  this  sdy  revealed  thar  selecr  instinerional
characteristics do fn fact result in differentiod groduation rares for these  students,
Specifically, findiogs mdicated that Lafino males are more likely to achivve ol fmsiifeiioms
with higher full-time enrollment and af suburbar colleges. Implications for practice amd
.I'il.rf.fﬂ'r Feseaicl dre extedided,

Each year, Latino males matriculating into the postsecondary education system are faced
with the option of choosing between three varying public institutional tvpes. According (o the
LS. Depantment of Education, 26.4 percent of Latino males will enroll in a public, four-year
college or university, while another 2.3 percent will attend a “less than two-year® institution (e.g.,
career colleges, occupational centers). Yel, the majority of these college-going males (71.3
percent) will attend a public, two-year college (U5, Department of Education, 2008a). Although
the paricipation of Lating males in public two-yvear colleges is considerably higher, these
institutions struggle to facilitate success for this population, For example, after their first vear of
enmollment in community college, 12.9% of Latino males will have lefit withowt retum. By year
twio, 35.2% will have either left without retum or will no longer be enrolled. Over time, this
trend increases, as 57.6% of Latino males cither leave college without return or are no longer
enrolled after six years (U5, Department of Education, 2009), These data represent students
who did not attain a degree or certificate.

Thus, the majority of Latino male students seeking a postsecondary education,
particularly within public, two-vear institutions, will not attain their academic goals. The success
rafes of this group are unseitling, even while considering the few Latino males who may have

' Comespondence reganding this article should be directed 1oc Marissa Vasquez Uriss. Doctoral Stedent, EdD
Program in Educational Leadership, San Diego State University, 3590 Camino del Rio Monh, San Diego, CA
92 108, Email: vasquesd] 946 yahoo.com

DOWNLOAD HERE

This study examined the impact of select institutional characteristics (e.g., attendance intensity, degree of
urbanization, institutional size, governance type) on Latino male graduation rates in public, two-year
institutions. Data were collected from the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) and
included the 2008 completion rates of degree/certificate-seeking Hispanic male students from 254 public

two-year, degree-granting institutions. Findings from this study revealed that select institutional
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characteristics do in fact result in differential graduation rates for these students. Specifically, findings
indicated that Latino males are more likely to achieve at institutions with higher full-time enrollment and at

suburban colleges. Implications for practice and further research are extended.
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