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Law in general is subdivided in two parts: in public law and in private law. Public law governs the

relationship between individuals and the states whereas private law regulates the relationship between

individuals. When it comes to the laws ruling the aviation world, we also have to divide into these two

parts: the public international air law represented in general by the Chicago Convention (formally The

Convention on International Civil Aviation done at Chicago on 7 December 1944) and on the other side

the private international air law, mainly represented through the Montreal Convention (formally

Convention for the Unication of Certain Rules for the International Carriage by Air). The latter represents

the liability law in international air transport, regulating the relationship between an air carrier and its

customer, passenger, consignor or cargo shipper. It is supposed to replace the Warsaw Convention of

1929 which sets compensation levels for victims of air accidents, as well as liability for damage, delay or

loss of baggage and cargo. This paper describes rst the historical way the Convention developed from

Warsaw to Montreal and then goes into detail of the Montreal Convention with its achievements and

deciencies. By quoting from the original, it is written very close to the wording of the Convention,

emphasizing the parallels and differences of the Warsaw and the Montreal Convention. Structuring:
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