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Many feared that West Ham would fade and die during the 2001-2002 season. Former gaffer Harry

Redknapp had been sacked in mysterious circumstances and would never again exclaim that a Hammers

side is 'down to the bare bones'. Meanwhile, Glenn Roeder - the man who was initially told not even to

apply for the job - admitted to feeling like a 100-1 outsider who had won the Grand National upon being

handed the job no one else would take. Young England stars Rio Ferdinand and Frank Lampard had

been sold for 30 million and Leeds fans greeted the appearance of the massive new Dr. Martens stand

with a refrain of 'Is that the Rio stand?' Furthermore, the bookies had West Ham down as certainties for

relegation and there was universal bemusement at West Ham's appointment of a rookie Premiership

manager. Pete May has supported the Hammers ever since he heard cries from the Chicken Run of

'Come on Hammers really pep it up and make it mediocre!' and 'Remember goals, West Ham? They were

big in the Seventies!' He offers a supporters' view of Glenn Roeder's crucial first season, while also

reminiscing about some of the funniest moments in Hammers' history.Author: May, Pete Publisher:
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