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In this beautifully written meditation on identity and place, Talmage A. Stanley tells the story of his
grandparents' middle-class aspirations from the 1920s to the 1940s in the once-booming Pocahontas
coalfields of southern West Virginia. Part lyrical family memoir and part social study, The Poco Field: An
American Story of Place addresses a long-standing gap in Appalachian and American studies, illustrating
the lives and choices of the middle class in the mid-twentieth century and delving into questions of
place-based identity. X000B_Exploring the natural and built environments of the towns of Keystone, West
Virginia and Newbern, Virginia, Stanley delineates the history of conflict and control of local industry and
development. Stanley narrates a history that counters ideas of Appalachia as an exception to American
culture and history, presenting instead an image of the region as an emblem of America at large.Author:
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