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William Walker Atkinson (December 5, 1862 November 22, 1932) was an attorney, merchant, publisher,

and author, as well as an occultist and an American pioneer of the New Thought movement. Atkinson

was a prolific writer, and his many books achieved wide circulation among New Thought devotees and

occult practitioners. He published under several pen names, including Magus Incognito, Theodore

Sheldon, Theron Q. Dumont, Swami Panchadasi, Yogi Ramacharaka, Swami Bhakta Vishita, and

probably other names not identified at present. The works published under the name of William Walker

Atkinson generally treat themes related to the mental world, occultism, divination, psychic reality, and

mankind's nature. They constitute a basis for what Atkinson called "New Psychology" or "New Thought".

These titles include Thought-Force in Business & Everyday Life (1900), Thought Vibration or the Law of

Attraction in the Thought World (1906) and Practical Mental Influence (1908). Due in part to Atkinson's

intense personal secrecy and extensive use of pseudonyms, he is now largely forgotten, despite having

obtained mention in past editions of Who's Who in America, Religious Leaders of America, and several
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similar publications - and having written more than 100 books in the last 30 years of his life. His works

have remained in print more or less continuously since 1900. Thought Vibration by William Walker

Atkinson is a great introduction to his works and covers many of the basic principles and teachings of

Purposeful Thought. Various topics covered include: the Law of Attraction (Chapters 1 and 13), the Will

(Chapter 5), training the mind and mental control, i.e., Purposeful Thought (Chapters 4, 8 and 10), among

other powerful principles and Laws of Success. Thought Vibration is one of Atkinson's classic textbooks

and should be read by and included as an often referred to reference in the library of every aspiring

student of Success. Book Excerpts: THE Universe is governed by Law - one great Law. Its manifestations

are multiform, but viewed from the Ultimate there is but one Law. We are familiar with some of its

manifestations, but are almost totally ignorant of certain others. Still we are learning a little more every

day - the veil is being gradually lifted. We speak learnedly of the Law of Gravitation, but ignore that

equally wonderful manifestation, THE LAW OF ATTRACTION IN THE THOUGHT WORLD. We are

familiar with that wonderful manifestation of Law which draws and holds together the atoms of which

matter is composed - we recognize the power of the law that attracts bodies to the earth, that holds the

circling worlds in their places, but we close our eyes to the mighty law that draws to us the things we

desire or fear, that makes or mars our lives. When we come to see that Thought is a force - a

manifestation of energy - having a magnet-like power of attraction, we will begin to understand the why

and wherefore of many things that have heretofore seemed dark to us. There is no study that will so well

repay the student for his time and trouble as the study of the workings of this mighty law of the world of

Thought - the Law of Attraction. When we think we send out vibrations of a fine ethereal substance, which

are as real as the vibrations manifesting light, heat, electricity, magnetism. That these vibrations are not

evident to our five senses is no proof that they do not exist. A powerful magnet will send out vibrations

and exert a force sufficient to attract to itself a piece of steel weighing a hundred pounds, but we can

neither see, taste, smell, hear nor feel the mighty force. These thought vibrations, likewise, cannot be

seen, tasted, smelled, heard nor felt in the ordinary way; although it is true there are on record cases of

persons peculiarly sensitive to psychic impressions who have perceived powerful thought-waves, and

very many of us can testify that we have distinctly felt the thought vibrations of others, both whilst in the

presence of the sender and at a distance. Telepathy and its kindred phenomena are not idle dreams.

Light and heat are manifested by vibrations of a far lower intensity than those of Thought, but the



difference is solely in the rate of vibration. The annals of science throw an interesting light upon this

question. Prof. Elisha Gray, an eminent scientist, says in his little book, "The Miracles of Nature": "There

is much food for speculation in the thought that there exist sound-waves that no human ear can hear, and

color-waves of light that no eye can see. The long, dark, soundless space between 40,000 and

400,000,000,000,000 vibrations per second, and the infinity of range beyond 700,000,000,000,000

vibrations per second, where light ceases, in the universe of motion, makes it possible to indulge in
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