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This book covers the screening, diagnosis and treatment of mentally ill young people in the juvenile

justice system.The majority of young people in the American juvenile justice system have diagnosable

mental illnesses, including substance abuse, mental retardation and learning disorders. However, these

often remain undetected and untreated. In this book, a team of experts examines the prevalence of

mental disorders in this population and describes the means of screening for, diagnosing, and treating

them effectively in a developmentally appropriate, culturally sensitive manner. They also examine

psychopharmacologic and psychotherapeutic approaches, innovative alternatives to detention, the true

costs of detaining youth, vulnerability to self-incrimination, and the alarming trend of minority confinement.

Their comprehensive coverage includes discussion of ethical dilemmas and the need for preventive

strategies and integrated approaches involving judicial, law enforcement, educational, and mental health

professionals. This book will be of interest to both mental health and juvenile justice professionals.
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