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last days in the Fuhrer's bunker have all reached a worldwide audience of millions. But how did the young

Fest, born in 1926, personally experience National Socialism, the Second World War and a

catastrophically defeated Germany? In Not Me, the memoir of his childhood and youth, Joachim Fest

chronicles his own extraordinary early life, providing an intimate portrait of those dark years of conflict.

Whether describing his Catholic home in a Berlin suburb, his father's resistance of the regime and

subsequent teaching ban, his own expulsion from school, or Aunt Dolly's introductions to the operatic

world, these are the long-awaited personal reflections of a born observer the exactitude of whose prose is
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