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An acoustic folk-rock singer songwriter saved by grace. 12 MP3 Songs in this album (41:34) ! Related

styles: FOLK: Folk Pop, SPIRITUAL: Contemporary Christian People who are interested in Gordon

Lightfoot Paul Simon Steven Curtis Chapman should consider this download. Details: Somebody called

me a Christian. It wasnt a compliment. I see youre one of those Christian boys, he said, his words

delivered with undisguised contempt. He passionately argued that most, if not all of our countrys woes

could be attributed to the narrow-minded, dogmatic, holier-than-thou political agenda of the religious right.

He threw in a few historic atrocities for good measure  the crusades, the inquisition, the holocaust  all of

which (he said) occurred because Christians foolishly thought they were carrying out the will of God. It all

made me a just a tad uncomfortable. I suppose I could have countered that all he described has nothing

whatsoever to do with Jesus or Christianity. I suppose I could have explained how much of what passes

as religion is merely a vehicle for one group of people to take advantage of another. I should have

explained that true Christianity has nothing to do with religious acts or zealous ritual. Im convinced that

none of us are capable of justifying ourselves before God. But we can acknowledge our depravity and

place our trust in Jesus, who paid the penalty for every sin we have or will commit. I might have talked

about the incredible experience of being reconciled to God through Christs finished work. But when he

finally stopped to take a breath, I just admitted Yes, I am a Christian. He dismissed me with a derisive

wave as he walked away. But I couldnt get his bitter words out of my head. It could be true, as my pastor

points out, that the greatest obstacles to people finding Christ are Christians themselves. I dont want to

be an obstacle. I want people to come to know the Jesus I know. I want people to experience the love

and fellowship that exist between those who are privileged to know Gods love. If I believe that Jesus has

taken care of me, then I should be the kind of man who can put the needs of his brothers and sisters
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ahead of his own. It would be so great if people could look at my life and see a reflection of Christ. I have

a long way to go. But Im working out my salvation with fear and trembling, trusting that God will work in

me both to will and to do for His good pleasure. I can believe. Can you believe? ---------------------------------

Ken Ainsworth, folk-rock musician, singer and songwriter, has been performing professionally for over 30

years. In addition to his solo act, he has appeared with with the rock band Mystic Procession, the

contemporary folk group Night Whale and The Rondos, playing classic Rock 'n' Roll. On Sunday

mornings, he can be found leading music at the Machias Community Church outside Snohomish,

Washington. These days, he makes himself available, free of charge, to small and medium-sized

churches throughout the Northwest, presenting his Tunes and Testimony.
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