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"...this musicians' musician has it all going for him...presented with professionalism par excellence." - Jazz
Times 11 MP3 Songs JAZZ: Smooth Jazz, JAZZ: Traditional Jazz Combo Details: Ray started his
musical career as a drummer, playing with Claude Thornhill, Bobby Byrne, the Dorsey Brothers, Stan
Getz, Joe Venuti, Mel Torme, Johnny Smith, Chubby Jackson and many others. He later switched to
vibes (the vibraphone) and worked with George Shearing, Charlie Barnet, Bill Evans, Anita O'Day, Mel
Lewis; all in all, a "who's who" of jazz. Ray also worked with his own quartet in renowned jazz clubs such
as Birdland, the Embers, Basin Street East, etc. In the early '70's he joined with Mousey Alexander to
form "Alexanders the Great", a quartet which was booked frequently at the new Half Note uptown, as well
as many other clubs and concerts. Until his passing, he played in various jazz clubs in New York and the
East coast, as well as college concerts and jazz festivals. In the summer he toured England and nearby
European countries playing vibraphone in jazz venues and festivals. Ray's CD and cassette "Rain in
June” (on Nerus Records) got rave reviews and is still being played in the U.S., Canada, England, Japan,
Sweden, and Germany. The musicians are Ray on vibraphone, Kenny Barron on piano, Warren Vach, Jr.
on cornet, Bob Kindred on tenor sax, the late Oliver Jackson on drums and Harvie Swartz on bass. His
first self-released album, "Cloud Patterns” was recorded live at Eddie Condon's in 1983 and was released
in 1988. It continues to do well and has received excellent reviews. The album is dedicated to the late
Pepper Adams and Albert Dailey who were on the aloum on Bari Sax and Piano, together with Harvie

Swartz on Bass, Ray Mosca on Drums and Ray on Vibraphone.
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