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Songs COUNTRY: Traditional Country, ROCK: Country-Rock Details: tom lazaros was born and raised in

downtown detroit, near grand river and trumbull. he began singing with street corner african-american and

mexican doo-wop groups when he was 12 years old. one of those groups was later to become the

enchanters. soon, he was writing songs for the groups to sing, and harmonize with. tom lived in the inner

city until he was 15, when his family moved to the west-side of detroit. at mackenzie high school, he

would sing along with a number of groups, while walking back and forth to school, at parties, drive-ins,

etc. two of those groups were to become the larados and the valadiers, who later became the reflections.

he started to work with bob hamilton, who had dorothy gray sign two of toms songs to jobete music at

hitsville u.s.a. (motown). though they were never released, tom enjoyed going to hitsville, where he would

meet people like stevie wonder, smokie robinson, the vandellas, temptations, contours, lamont dozier,

eddie and brian holland. bob hamilton went to golden world where he wrote and produced (just like)

"romeo and juliet", which was a big hit for the reflections. in high school, tom met stephen monahan, who

was recording for vee jay records, and they began writing songs together. stephen introduced tom to del

shannon, who signed him to shidel music. del already had a number of hits, including "runaway" and

"hats off to larry", when he decided to move out to the west coast to record for liberty records. stephen

and dan bourgoise followed del out to california, while tom stayed in detroit to work as a draftsman at

chrysler, and raise his family. tom recorded his first record for danny dallas on the sound patterns label.

the songs were "all your little games" and "just walk away". meanwhile, stephen monahan landed a

recording deal with kapp records and producers charlie green and brian stone, who were also producing

sonny and cher, iron butterfly, bob linde, and others. tom and stephen wrote the entire album, which had
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a 30 piece orchestra consisting of muscians like hal blaine, dr. john, and glen campbell. the first hit single

was "city of windows". monahan decided to move to nashville, and convinced tom to start a music

publishing company together, and free breez music (bmi) was born. ray price recorded toms song "thats

what leavings about", and it shot to #1 on the national charts. in detroit, toms brother, costa and paul

henry were a duo known as the gallery, and the jim gold trio was working with producers mike theodore

and dennis coffey. though costa and paul did not sign, gallery recorded toms song, "big city miss ruth

ann", which went on to become a million seller. in nashville, bud reneau did a co-write on toms song,

"somewhere between love and tomorrow". roy clark recorded it, and it went straight to #1. bill anderson

had a hit with toms "thank you darling". tom wrote "countrified", which became a hit for john anderson, as

well as being johns very first video. toms songs have also been recorded by such great artists as george

jones, diahann carroll, don ho, dobie gray, teresa brewer, charnissa, johnny carver, chicago pete, primo

people, latin counts, costa and chyps, frank parker, and others.
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