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Its a Texas thingthat firm, confident handshake with the warm twinkle in his eye 10 MP3 Songs
COUNTRY: Modern Country, COUNTRY: Country Pop Details: Its a Texas thingthat firm, confident
handshake with the warm twinkle in his eye. Its a growin up poor thingstanding in his own two boots,
reliable as the sun coming up. Its definitely a musical thinglike a tree thats fed from its roots and grows
strong and tall in a most delightful way. Its a lot of things that come down to one thingone manSONNY
BURGESS. The natural ease he exudes on stage is a hint that this aint his first rodeo. Growing up in the
sun burnt town of Cleburne, Texas, Sonny was constantly surrounded by the sounds realities that are
traditional country music. Just down the road from Fort Worth, Sonny was immersed in the music his
family loved. Hank Williams, Glen Campbell, Roy Clark and Chet Atkins were the regular musical fare
during the evenings as Sonny and family gathered on the front porch. Inspired by the stories woven in the
touching and haunting melodies, Sonny taught himself to play the guitar. Learning at the School of Hit
Records and through an inherited musical ear (both his aunts and uncles made up a country group that
toured throughout Texas), Sonny quickly grew into his own as a player and singer. And when he played
for a live audience, he really liked how that felt. From his first public performance in the second grade, he
was hooked. "I remember it was the only time | got the attention of my first real crush,” jokes Sonny. "But
it was really the reaction of my peers and teachers that made me feel like this was something I really
wanted to do for the rest of my life." In Texas, where sports are a religion of their own, Sonnys other
natural giftsexceptional athleticismfound their moment in the sun as well. The first adolescent jewel he
sought was a baseball diamond. In addition to holding the position of quarterback for his high school
football team, his driving ambition was to become a professional baseball player. But playing music was

always part of the game plan. "l remember right after games, my band and | would go straight to the civic
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center and play a show,"” Sonny says. "They were always so much fun because everyone would come out
to hear us perform and it would be a whole-town affair." Anything that is soul-splitting competitive requires
the complete investment of the heart to succeed. He loved baseball but after a stint on a professional ball
team, Sonny soon realized that the song he heard on the breeze was calling him out of the dugout to sing
it, not just listen to it. By his early 20s, when Sonny hit the end of his baseball path, he met lifes relentless
responsibilities in a hodge-podge of jobs. These included substitute teaching, being an electrician, a
railroad worker, even a swimming pool installer. They all fed the family and the new dream of being an
artist. Through all the changes the one thing that took center stage was playing music wherever,
whenever and however he could. Wed always do what we had to do to make it work, Sonny recalls. One
time my band and | played three gigs in one day. It was one of those seemed like a good idea at the time
things. We kicked off the first one about 10 AM just rearin up like bulls. We darn near dropped dead about
2 AM the next morning finishing the last one. As the circle of gigs got bigger, it stretched out of the
hometown, even out of Texas, landing choice gigs in Ft. Worth and beyond to Nashville. The attention the
gigs brought, garnered the ears of label decision makers in Nashville. This brought the inevitable good
lessons hard earned. Standing here today Sonny demonstrates that what doesnt kill you makes you
stronger. In 2001, Music City Records released When In Texas which seemed to crystallize all the hope
and potential Cleburne had seen in its favorite son for years. It notched four top 10 singles in the key
Texas music charts and brought him the first opportunities to play venues such as the venerable Grand
Old Opry, Nashvilles Fan Fair/CMA Music Festival, The Wildhorse Saloon in Nashville Orlando and
Sonny made his national television debut on "Crook Chase". If it wasnt the yellow brick road, it was an
important stepping stone. Changing management in 2003 opened further doors to stages such as
Cheyenne Frontier Days, Ft. Worth country stalwart, Billy Bobs, even major rodeo events in Las Vegas.
Persevering along the path, brought an introduction to Karen Herbst who knew a good thing when she
saw it. She jumped into the boat with Sonny as his manager. Karen, in turn, introduced Sonny to veteran
Nashville hit music-maker Jeff Teague. When Karen showed up it took me back to the days on the ball
field. | could see the right team taking shape. You cant even get to the plate to hit it over the fence if you
havent got the right coach and dont know which pitch is yours to hit. Man, Karen is that coach and Jeff
showed me which pitches were the hits. The sophomore album, produced by Jeff, is the fruit of a lot of

labor and the determination Sonny showed at each turn. Rarely is an album more appropriately titled than



this one, stoutly holding up the banner, STRONGER. Its clear-eyed statement of status by Sonny.
Together Jeff Sonny picked prime peaches from the Nashville song tree. When the record boasts songs
from Leslie Satcher Larry Cordle (Jesus Bartenders), George Teren Chris Waters (What Else Could Go
Right) and Paul Overstreet Mickey Cates ("Anytime I'm Smiling) you know the right trees got shook. Add
the unique touch of a man who knows how to say what he wants to say and you have a complete artist.
Today the grip is more strong sure than ever; the twinkle in the eye sincere to the soul and the
determination has grown deep roots. Yes, its a Texas thing; its a good thing and its a timing thingSonny

Burgess.
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