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The mountains forming the range of Alps which border on the north-eastern confines of Italy, were, in the

autumn of the year 408, already furrowed in numerous directions by the tracks of the invading forces of

those northern nations generally comprised under the appellation of Goths. In some places these tracks

were denoted on either side by fallen trees, and occasionally assumed, when half obliterated by the

ravages of storms, the appearance of desolate and irregular marshes. In other places they were less

palpable. Here, the temporary path was entirely hidden by the incursions of a swollen torrent; there, it was

faintly percep-tible in occasional patches of soft ground, or partly traceable by fragments of abandoned

armour, skeletons of horses and men, and remnants of the rude bridges which had once served for
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